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An imaginary college.
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the offices. I was to teach Civil and Scotch law1; Burke, politicks and eloquence; Garrick, the art of publick speaking; Langton was to be our Grecian3, Colman our Latin professor3; Nugent to teach physick4; Lord Charlemont, modern history'; Beauclerk, natural philosophy"; Vescy, Irish antiquities, or Celtick learning7; Jones, Oriental learning' ; Goldsmith, poetry and ancient history ; Chamier, commercial politicks"; Re}'nolds, painting, and the arts which have beauty for their object; Chambers, the law of England". Dr. Johnson at first said,' I'll trust theology to nobody but myself.' But, upon due consideration, that Percy is a clergyman, it was agreed that Percy should teach practical divinity and British antiquities; Dr. Johnson himself, logick, meta-physicks", and scholastick divinity. In this manner did we
1  Malone says that' Lord Auchinleck told his son one day that it would cost him more trouble to hide his ignorance in the Scotch and English law than to show his knowledge.    This Mr. Boswell owned he had found to be true.'   European Magazine, 1798, p, 376.
2  See ante, iv. 9, note 5, and iv. 23.
8 Colman had translated Terence.   Ante, iv. 21.
4 Dr. Nugent was Burke's father-in-law.    Ante, i. 552.
6 Lord Charlemont left behind him a History of Italian Poetry. Hardy's Charlemont, \. 306, ii. 437.
' See ante, i. 290, and ii. 433, note 3.
' Since the first edition, it has been suggested by one of the club, who knew Mr. Vcscy better than Dr. Johnson and I, that we did not assign him a proper place; for he was quite unskilled in Irish antiquities and Celtick learning, but might with propriety have been made professor of architecture, which he understood well, and has left a very good specimen of his knowledge and taste in that art, by an elegant house built on a plan of his own formation, at Lucan, a few miles from Dublin. BOSWELL. See ante, iv, 33.
8  Sir William Jones, who died at the age of forty-seven, had ' studied eight languages critically, eight less perfectly, but all intelligible with a dictionary, and twelve least perfectly, but all attainable.'    Teign-mouth's Life of Sir W. Jones, ed. 1815, p. 465.   See ante, iv. 80.
9  See ante, i. 553.
10  See ante, p. 17.
" Mackintosh in his Life, ii. 171, says:—'From the refinements of abstruse speculation Johnson was withheld, partly perhaps by that
amuse    in his letters to his son.   Ante, i. 310, note 2.    ' A certain King' was
